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HOPEWELL HERALD

January 2012
“The Church on the Hill”

Hopewell Presbyterian Church
548 W 100 N

Franklin, Indiana 46131
(317) 736-6829

Pastor Brad Moger’s information:  pastorbrad@hopewellpc.org (317-494-8461)
Pastor Notes
Pastor Brad continues to recover from his shoulder injury (November 29).  His surgery on December 27 went well and we are praying for a full and complete recovery.
Session News

Hopewell made their second payment to the Whitewater Valley Presbytery this December.  The $7,000 went to Camp Pyoca.  

 The Session Minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the Sunday School Hallway.

Mission News
A new ministry for World Outreach is taking shape in the EPC.  It is prayer mobilization for our missionaries and ministries.  Each church is asked to participate in forming a group of intercessors to pray specifically for those out in the field.  
We continue to receive letters from our missionary in Turkey, Ron Coody.  In these letters, he tells about bible studies he conducts with Muslim friends and the differences between the Muslim and Christian beliefs. 

Ron’s December letter told about traveling 800 miles to eastern Turkey to help build emergency earthquake shelters.  Two massive earthquakes this fall claimed thousands of lives and left many more homeless or afraid to stay indoors. These letters are posted on the bulletin board in the upstairs hallway.  Please take time to learn about Ron’s work and the difficulties he encounters working in this Muslim country.  

Hopewell responded generously to the Shopping for a Hungry Friend event by bringing many sacks filled with groceries and supplies.   These sacks along with several cans of green beans left over from the corn roast were delivered to the Interchurch Food Pantry to be distributed to those in need.  

Nine Shoeboxes were sent from Hopewell for the Good Samaritan project.

Thank you for supporting Penny Power and to those who shopped for gifts.
Trustee News

Trustee Update – 12/29/11
First, the Trustees would like to wish Pastor Brad a healthy and speedy recovery.  We hope Brad and Kristin are comfortable in their new home.

As many of you are aware, the manse received a lot of attention in 2011.  The house has new carpet and vinyl flooring, new appliances, and many of the rooms were painted.  A shower has also been installed in the upstairs bathroom.  The Trustees recently contracted with Bray’s Tree Service to fall the dead tree in the front yard.  I think we can all sleep a little easier now that the tree is down…especially Brad and Kristin!

Typical maintenance and repair projects were completed to the heating and air conditioning systems.  Minor roof repairs were made to the church and the manse.  We will continue to monitor such ítems and develop a list of goals for the upcoming year and beyond.

Bill Doty, Chairman
Deacon News
The Deacons will meet at the church on Friday, January 6th at 6:30 p.m. to take down the Christmas decorations.  Pizza and beverages will be provided.  Our January meeting will follow. 
The Deacons are planning a soup dinner in January.
Jr Church News         
On January 15, 2012, the children of HPC will begin a journey through the book of Acts.  Each Sunday during Jr. Church the children will visit a city where our Big Brother Paul traveled in his ministry.  Each sessión will include a DVD story, a craft, a memory verse, and a newsletter to share with families.  All children grades 1-8 are invited.  Bring a friend!
HELP!  HELP!  HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP HELP!

 We need a few folks to work with our preK-Kdg. children during Jr. Church.  Kristin Moger is creating a series of lessons for our “non-readers” that coordinate with the Jr. Church curriculum.  If you are willing to serve one Sunday per month, please contact Kristin Moger or Jennifer Doty.  
Youth News

The high school youth group will meet on January 15th after church at the Mogers.  Please bring a sack lunch.  Meeting will be until 2 p.m.  The schedule will be to meet every other week, so the second meeting of the New Year will be January 29th.

Worship and Pulpit News

Pastor Brad has preached three sermon series:  The Church, Jonah, and Stewardship.  He and Kristin have also begun a bi-monthly lunch and meeting with our high school youth.  Kristin presented a curriculum based on the book of Acts to the Children’s Ministry sub-committee.  It has several components that allow the children to study the travels of Paul:  a DVD story, a craft, a memory verse, a “big idea,” and a newsletter for the children to share with their families. Our Jr. Church teachers will begin the new series on January 15.

Libby Findley, Ron Kelsay, Melinda Frazier, Kristin Moger, Pastor Brad, and Janet Stone acted as a sub-committee to plan the Advent season services.  We chose a program called:  Shepherds of Bethlehem.  Each Sunday a different Biblical shepherd and his companion spoke of his role that led to the birth of our Savior.  We heard from Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Joshua, David and Solomon, the Bethlehem shepherds.  Pastor Brad set the scene for us with a meditation before each drama.  After lighting the Advent candle, a homily was delivered to close the service.  The children of HPC acted as acolytes during this season.   The Candlelight Choir Program on December 18th included the children of HPC singing in response to the reading of the Christmas story from Luke.  The Hopewell Chancel Choir, under the direction of Barbara Doles and organist Melinda Frazier, shared their wonderful gifts through music. On Christmas Eve, we heard the story enhanced again, this time by the thoughts of Joseph, Mary, a Shepherd boy, and one of the Magi.  The service ended with communion and a candlelighting ceremony.  
Christmas morning was an amazing service.  We sang and rang bells to celebrate the birth of the Savior.  It was truly a joyous sound!

The Worship and Pulpit Committee would like to thank the congregation of HPC for your love and support during our time without a pastor.  Your uplifting comments and your timely suggestions were greatly appreciated. Carol Poe, Clerk of the Session, led us steadfastly and with graciousness.  Words cannot express the depth of our gratitude to her for all of her hours devoted to HPC.  All of our work was done for the glory of God, who watched over us while we battled to stay afloat.  To Him be all glory and honor.  Amen.  




Prayer Requests
Jim & Helga Hendrix & Family


            Willard & Shirley Calvert

Ben Kramer (mouth cancer)



Sandy Jarvis
Samantha Trueblood (Breast Cancer)


Kaleb Buck
Tom Clark(Parkinson’s)



            Chris Herron
Vivienne Henderson




Kara Thomas(Cancer)
Ginny(Michelle P’s. boss)



Linda Hougland(stroke)
Emma Curts(Kidney Transplant)


Cathy Zeiner(Cancer)

Bobby Mittlestrausser




Ruth Walters
Kelsey Hawkins(brain tumor)



Ben Beam
Fleck Family(Traveling)



            Teresa Clark(Lung tumor)
Bobby Goble(Broken back)



Heidi Rhea
Cain Family(Loss of son)



Lilliana Dennis
Carrie Kittle





Bill Woods (pneumonia)
Kenneth Steffey




Vonda Price Heart)
Pastor Brad(Shoulder surgery)


            Shirley Marten

Bill Frankel(Kidney transplant)


            Michele Kidder
Praises

Pastor Brad’s surgery went well.  Prayers for his complete recovery.
Michelle Click(grandchild home)

Dee(friend Sarah Poynter, double lung transplant)

Kara Thomas (successful surgery)

Slate of Officers for 2012—approved December 11, 2011
Session:       John Ditmars, Debbie Jones          Trustees:     Mark Henderson
Deacons:     Katrina Browning




 Rob Morefield

        Donna Harsch




 Milt Grissom

          
        Ron Kelsay


        Shelly Dougherty
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We welcome our new members:  Joyce Liverett, Bill Liverett, Kristin Moger, Mark Owens, Amanda Meyer and Holly Johnston




Birthdays for January
Katrina Browning

Ellen Causey
Ellen Fox

Melinda Frazier

Linda Henderson

Tim Hendley

Don Hendricks

Jami Howland

Christopher Lyell

Paula Magar

Rosanna Mathena

Bob Woods

Announcements:  Annual reports are due in the office January 15th!  Please be prompt.
Newsletter/Herald Updates
Please send Sharon (hopewellchurch@juno.com) newsletter items throughout the month.  If you have any pictures or newsworthy items, please share.  As members of the Hopewell family, we would love to hear your news or updates. 

Website Updates 

Sandy Ditmars will now be updating our web page monthly.  If you have a meeting, etc. you would like on the web calendar, please email Sandy at:Ditmars4@embarqmail.com   

If you are interested in being a greeter or liturgist or providing flowers, please see the sign up sheets on the board in the side sanctuary room.
